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Academic excellence
Report by Mr Robert Carpenter, Marketing Director.

K

earsney’s number one priority is
academic excellence and the benefits
of this commitment were once again
highlighted with the outstanding IEB NSC
matric results achieved by the Class of 2019.
Kearsney’s reputation for Mathematics and
Science excellence was reinforced with
a remarkable 48.2% of boys who wrote
Mathematics and 27.4% of Physical

Farewell to Mr John Drew

O

n Monday 24 February the College
had the honour of paying tribute and
saying farewell to long-serving member
of staff, Mr John Drew. Mr Drew gave 25
years of his life to Kearsney College as a
teacher, coach and House duty master.
On the Geography front, Mr Drew will be
remembered for his Grade 8 elective ‘A
study of Hillcrest’, which included a brief
historical background of the Hillcrest area
and a study of the urban development in
the area. (Continued on page 2.)

Sciences pupils achieving distinctions in
the IEB examinations – almost double the
national IEB average of 24.9% and 16.8%
respectively. This is the ninth consecutive
year that Kearsney’s Maths and Science
distinction rates have been approximately
double those of the IEB’s average
distinction rates. The school’s average
mark for Mathematics was 75.4% and 70%
for Science.

Due to their importance for getting
into courses and universities of choice,
Kearsney places a lot of emphasis on
the STEM subjects. In addition to the
remarkable Maths and Science results,
57% of boys obtained distinctions in
Engineering Graphics and Design, double
the IEB average of 28%, and 56.3% of
boys achieved distinctions in Information
Technology, compared with the IEB average
of 39.5%. (Continued on page 2.)

Jabulani Nyathi off to
Cambridge for his MPhil

Phoka Mchunu selected as
an Allan Gray Fellow

C

P

ongratulations to Jabulani Nyathi
(Deputy Head of School 2015) who
has been awarded the prestigious Cecil
Renaud Overseas Scholarship. Jabulani will
be reading for an MPhil in Engineering for
Sustainable Development (ESD) at the
University of Cambridge. Jabulani, an Allan
Gray Fellow, graduated from UCT last
year with a degree in chemical engineering.
(Continued on page 2.)

hoka Mchunu, Kearsney’s Head of
School in 2018, has earned a spot
on the prestigious Allan Gray Orbis
Foundation programme. During his time
at Kearsney Phoka became aware of the
Allan Gray Orbis Foundation and was
determined to be a part of it. More than
7,000 talented young people applied for
this incredible programme and Phoka was
one of only 150 candidates to be selected.
(Continued on page 17.)
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(Academic excellence continued from pg 1.)

(Mr John Drew continued from page 1.)

Kearsney maintained its record of a 100%
pass rate, with a remarkable 98% achieving
a Bachelor Degree pass /university
endorsement. Thirty percent of the boys
achieved three or more distinctions.
Kearsney’s 2019 dux Hayden de Kock
received distinctions in all eight subjects
he wrote and was placed on the IEB’s
Outstanding List of 73 pupils for having
placed in the top 5% across the country in
six or more subjects, as well as achieving
over 80% in Life Orientation. He achieved
an incredible 100% for Mathematics and
Engineering Graphics and Design (EGD.
An excellent all-rounder, Hayden has
represented KZN Southern Coastal golf
team and his school’s 1st golf team, as well
as captaining Kearsney’s 1st X1 hockey
team. Hayden will be studying actuarial
science at Stellenbosch University this year.

During his three years as Head of
Geography Mr Drew demonstrated careful
planning and meticulous organisation. He
kept up to date with extensive reading.
As Grade Head of Grade 8, he showed
compassion and understanding of the boys,
their anxieties and their responsibilities to
become true Kearsney boys.
When at high school, Mr Drew
represented DHS’s 1st teams at cricket
and hockey and was also selected for the
respective provincial teams. His love of
sport and coaching carried through into
his years of coaching various cricket and
hockey teams during his teaching career.
He was also supportive of the

development of soccer, being prepared to
look after the lower under 14 teams with
much enthusiasm.
Amongst his colleagues Mr Drew was
known to be loyal, kind and trustworthy.
He was also usually first in the staff room
in the mornings.
We thank Mr Drew for the tremendous
impact he had on 25 years of Kearsney
boys and we wish him and his family all the
best for the future.

NEW STAFF MEMBERS
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Report by Mr Mouton Badenhorst,
Housemaster: Haley House.

I

t has been a pleasure to meet and
welcome the nervous, yet excited group
of Grade 8 boys and their parents to
Kearsney in 2020.

I would like to compliment the Grade 8s
of 2020 on their positive attitudes and the
effort they have made to learn and cooperate. It was refreshing to watch these
youngsters during their orientation week.
The way they motivated and supported
each other during activities made me look
forward to the year with optimism.

(Jabulani continued from page 1.)

Jabulani is passionate about making a
difference and decided to pursue this
course “to use my engineering skillset
along with knowledge around sustainable
development …to contribute to creating
sustainable systems that can meet our
current needs as well as those of future
generations.”

Mr Anthony Willows, Deputy Headmaster, reports.

It was evident, on the first day, that many
boys spent time during the December
holidays learning prefect names and
preparing themselves for their new
adventure. There are many rules and
traditions to get to know, not to mention
all the new names and faces to learn. It is
so easy for those who have been here for
a while to forget what it felt like when we
started our Kearsney journeys - boys and
staff alike.

Kearsney boys are immersed in an
academically rigorous environment from
day one and are inspired to achieve
academically. The boys develop academic
ambition during their time at the College
and quickly adopt a wonderfully positive
work ethic. This culture of academic striving,
in a disciplined environment, supported
by our highly qualified, professional and
dedicated teachers, empowers the boys
to reach their potential. The superb results
achieved reflect the tremendous efforts of
the boys, teachers and parents.

Jabulani was brought up in Nelspuit and
attended Laërskool Laëveld until, at the
age of 12, he successfully auditioned for
the Drakensberg Boys Choir and was
awarded a scholarship to attend the
school. Jabulani’s talent and character was
again recognised when he was awarded
a scholarship to attend Kearsney after
Drakensberg Boys. Jabulani seized the
day at Kearsney, setting records in crosscountry, being appointed as one of the
Heads of Choir and being elected as
Deputy Head of School. He matriculated
with seven distinctions.

A new
2020 Prefects Seminar
adventure
begins
A

Mr Bradley Savage-Reid (Mathematics); Mr David Langley (Accompanist);Rev. Kym Bishop (Chaplain) and
Mr Steven Edwards, KCOB 2006 (HOD Life Orientation)

With Wilco Roets (Head of House for
2020) and his deputies working overtime,
it came as no surprise that we had a very
good start to the year.

t the start of the year, our prefect group take part in a seminar to discuss and
determine their goals and themes for the year ahead. Priorities are revisited and the
Headmaster, Deputys and Housemasters provide guidance and input.
The qualities and characteristics of great leaders was a topic of discussion. The
importance and relevance of the Honour Code and the values it represents was
reinforced.
The prefects spent time discussing the legacy they wish for their grade to leave behind
and the unity within the school as the College approaches it’s Centenary year. They wish
to uphold the values of which Kearsney is proud.
We wish the team well as they serve the school in 2020.

I thank the Grade 8s
for their good attitudes,
the parents for their
support and the
team of Haley staff
and prefects who go
beyond the call of duty
to help to make the
transition as smooth
as possible.
We are on the brink
of a new century
at the College. I am
positive and optimistic about
the future and wish all our new families
well for their time at Kearsney.

AJ Roos (Sports Scientist) and Benji van Zyl (Biokineticist) run the High Performance Programme and the
weights gym
www.kearsney.com
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History Quiz
Mr Neil Peacock, HOD History, reports.

C

lifton College hosted the Interschool’s History Quiz earlier
this term with a total of 40 teams
representing many KZN schools.
Kearsney entered three teams,
composed of Grade 9 to 11 pupils. All
three teams were placed in the top 10
of the competition, which is an excellent
effort.
The Grade 9 team (Otsile Ntsele,
Ryan Denekamp, Liam Jansen Van
Rensburg, Ethan Groom) came 10th.
The Grade 10 team (Javhar Naidoo,
Rhys Calenborne, Joshua Owen, Joshua
Maskell) came 5th and the Grade 11
team (Matthew Jacobs, Nicholas Kidd,
Ben Oellermann, Daniel Beere) finished
came 4th.
Congratulations to all these teams on
their efforts.

International Exchange

Inter-house plays

Report by Mrs Charlene Elliot, Teacher in Charge: International Exchange Programme.

Report by Ms Ulaetha Singh, HOD Dramatic Art.

T

he 2020 Interhouse play scriptwriters were
given a brief when writing their play to
include the idea of ‘a box’ in whatever creative
way they wished. They rose to the challenge
and four original and entertaining plays were
devised. The plays ranged from the more
serious and profound to the light- hearted and
hilarious.

2

019 proved to be a hugely beneficial
experience for the boys who took part
in the International Exchange Programme.
At the Outgoing Report Back Evening held
in February this year the boys presented to
their parents and teachers, outlining their
experiences and some of the life lessons
learnt. It was a lovely evening filled with
anecdotes and special moments. In 2019
and early 2020, our partner schools sent us
positive messages about our boys at each
of their schools. We are so proud of all our
exchange boys. Please visit our website
to read more and see photographs by
scanning this QR code.

Each play’s synopsis gives us insight into the
depth and quality of the work produced.

Matthew Pender-Smith and Ethan Barrett in
Sydney, Australia.

The applications for the 2020 exchange
boys are underway and we look forward
to sending boys to our partner schools and
to hosting incoming exchange students in
terms two to four.

Scan for the International Exchange page on the
International
exchange
Kearsney website

The winning house, Finningley’s play, ‘The
Pretenders’, written by Sihle Mananyane
caused much hilarity as we saw Captain Buk
Cannon and his trusty sidekick, Aldrich, tasked
by the President, recruit a team of people
that will tackle a global crisis. The cast was
complimented on their admirable ensemble
work.

who armed with a
box, a message and
a mysterious mission,
arrives at a bustling
train station. Trying
to pull himself into
a better life, he
is determined to
find the man from
the box’s riddle.
Sheffield’s creation
of the busy train
station was excellent
with creative use of lighting, sound and
extras. The riddle which drove the play kept
the audience guessing.
Gillingham’s entertaining play, ‘Police Party’,
written by Brett Palmer and Timothy Patton
was a satirical look into some of the city’s
finest. The men and women who protect
our city. Gillingham’s play made the most of
identifiable South African stereotypes and
bagged the Best Supporting Actor award
which went to Nhlangano Zulu. He managed
to sustain his humourous character, Mavis with
aplomb.

‘Mind over Matter’, won Pembroke second
place and Cade Brooks, the Best Actor award
for his convincing and believable character,
William. This play was written by, Nicholas
Taylor & Lael Savrimuthu and followed the
story of William Daniels, a teenager who lives
a life defined by daily tests and ever present
struggles. Pembroke must be commended on
their profound and thought-provoking play.
‘Think outside the Box’, written by Nick Kidd
and Rahul Paul, was Sheffield’s engaging offering
which brought us the emotional wreck, Edwin,

Congratulations to the script writers, directors,
cast and crew for an enjoyable evening
of entertaining theatre. Thank you to the
adjudicators, Ms Emily Cumming and Mr Lindani
for their, time, effort and expertise.

Top: Kearsney’s winning play,
“The Pretenders”
Above: Nhlangano Zulu earned
Best Supporting Actor for Gillingham

Music@Kearsney Ensemble Concert
Report by Mr Brett Alborough, HOD Music.

T

his term’s Ensemble Concert was one
of the best supported in recent years.
It was fantastic to see so many Grade 8
parents supporting their boys in the Junior
Choir who performed a phenomenal
version of ‘Human’ by Rag’n’Bone Man.

Centenary page

The outgoing Kearsney exchange students in 2019

They and their boys were then treated to
some excellent covers of South African and
Pop classics by the Grade 10 to 12 subject
music ensembles.

The Marimba Band closed off the concert
with a rousing performance of their own
mashup arrangement which won them
last year’s South African School Band
championship.
It is always encouraging to see the way
the boys support each other. This concert
often provides a student with their first
chance to perform for an audience or
perhaps a chance for younger boys to be
inspired by the seniors. For those who
have come to many of these events, it is
also incredible to witness the development
in these young musicians over the years.
I look forward to the next concert and
encourage parents to come and see what
so many boys are quietly working on in the
Music Department and undoubtedly walk
away smiling.
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Clubs & College News

Kearsney Centenary 2021

Speakers’ Circle Dinner
Ms Natalie Arndt, Teacher in Charge, reports.

I

n 2020, the final year of preparation for our
Centenary year, a great deal of work is being done
to ready the campus for the many visitors we are
expecting to host. The gardens are being re-landscaped
with beautiful water-wise indigenous plants, the front
facades of both Pembroke and Sheffield Houses will
receive a facelift to bring the styles more in line with
Kearsney’s architectural style.

O

n Thursday 05 March, the Speakers’
Circle held its first formal dinner of
the year. We welcomed our new Chairman,
John Eastes, who ran the proceedings
confidently and successfully. The theme for
the evening was the quote from Wolfgang
Riebe “No one is perfect – that’s why
pencils have erasers”. Speeches comprised
interesting and varied reactions around the
idea of human mistakes and their benefits.
Thanks go to the Topics Master, Javhar
Naidoo, for creating excellent topics
around the theme for the impromptu
speech section and to Michael Kiggen
who stepped in at the last minute as the
Sergeant-at-Arms. The boys also enjoyed
a delicious gourmet burger, thanks to our
caterers’ fabulous provisions.
The evening was a success and I was proud
of all the boys who spoke, especially the
Grade 9s who faced their first dinner
bravely, albeit nervously.

As updates on Centenary events become
available
the Kearsney exchange
website will be
International
updated. Please keep an eye out for
news and join us to celebrate this special
milestone in the history of the College.

The COIN (Counselling and Inclusion) Centre has
been completed and the beautiful facility provides a
world-class setting for this important aspect of our
academic programme.
Scan the QR code to access our Centenary page
on the Kearsney
Centenary
page website

The winners in each category are as follows:
Best Advertise This! Pair - Luke Bartlett and Sheyn le Roux
Best Ice Breaker - Owen Payne
Best Impromptu Speech - Kyle Makumbe
Best Introduction of a Speaker - Ethan Groom
Best Prepared Speech - John Eastes
Best Vote of Thanks - Sean Diseko
Front facade Sheffield House

Blood donations award for Kearsney

Basketball

Front facade Pembroke House

T

he basketball season passed by in a
flash. It once again proved to be an
extremely popular team sport that has
been embraced enthusiastically by the boys

of the College. The internal league that was
run this term was highly competitive and
the boys enjoyed this competition.
The weekly games were hotly contested.
The senior teams have experienced
a poor run of form, but this was
offset by the competitiveness of
the junior teams, which bodes well
for the future. A great deal of work
will need to be done to bring the
senior teams back into the form
that the College has come to
expect from them. The under 16A
team participated in the St Stithians
U16 tournament and acquitted
themselves well.

S

ANBS awarded Kearsney a trophy and certificate for donating
3607 units of blood in the four termly clinics in 2019. The boys
pictured have not missed donating at a blood clinic at Kearsney
since they turned 16, when one can start donating. Mr Botha
(right) is an example to the boys, having donated 146 times in his
life. Mr Drew and Mr Marsden have together donated 140 times.
SANBS encourages everyone to continue to donate as it makes
a tremendous difference in the lives of those needing life-giving
blood.
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Ryan Wimbush KZN U18
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Max Hastings-Brown KZN U18

PROVINCIAL SELECTION
Congratulations to the following
boys for their selection to
representative teams this term:
KZN U18: Ryan Wimbush and
Max Hastings-Brown
KZN U18 Coastals: Zaheer Young
and Ben Field
KZN U16: Matthew Campbell and
Sithe Fuminsa
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T20 Provincial Final Winners
Report by Mr Neil Peacock, MIC Cricket.

T

he Provincial final of the National T20
school’s competition took place at the
Maritzburg Oval last month between Inland
Champions, Hilton College and Coastal
Champions, Kearsney College. Conditions
were incredibly hot and steamy, and this
influenced the match. Kearsney captain,
Cade Carmichael, won the toss and sent
Hilton in to bat. The bowlers and fielders
knew they were going to have to produce
something special as Hilton had been in
imperious form all summer. Kearsney duly
delivered and never allowed the Hilton
batsmen to settle into the match. Excellent
bowling, fielding and teamwork ensured
that wickets fell at regular intervals and
Hilton only managed to reach 102 all out
in their allotted 20 overs.
Kearsney went in to bat knowing that
they would have to absorb pressure and
maintain their composure. After losing
Jared Uys early on, Jean-Luc Talbot and

Cricket
Mr Neil Peacock, MIC: Cricket, reports.

C

ricket at Kearsney enjoyed a successful
season and the College enjoyed a
68% win loss ratio. The U14 teams were
exceptionally successful throughout the
season, while the 15A side continued
where they left off last year, performing well
against their traditional opponents.
The 1st XI enjoyed a successful term and
played a positive brand of cricket. Highlights
of the season include an excellent away win
on Goldstones against Maritzburg College
as well as tremendous performances in the
Coastal T20 competition, defeating Clifton

Dylan Hulett
set about
building the
innings. Talbot,
unfortunately,
developed
severe cramp
and had to
leave the field.
After a slight
lull in the run
rate, Cade
Carmichael
joined Hulett
and scored an
invaluable 37
runs. When Carmichael was caught, Talbot
returned to the crease and, together with
Dean Gibbs, got Kearsney over the line to
win the match by 5 wickets.
As had been the case the whole season
this was a superb team effort from the
in the coastal final to advance to the
provincial final against the strong Hilton
College team. Kearsney won this fixture
and represented KZN at the National
competition.
Apart from Kearsney hosting the Coastal
T20 Finals, we were also privileged to host
the Momentum Cup Friendship match
against Chatsworth Hub. This was a
wonderful opportunity to reach out to the
wider community and embrace the true
spirit of cricket, regardless of background.

Provincial Golf

Swimming

C

A

ongratulations to Brayden Dahl who
was selected for the KZN Southern
Coastal A side and Julian Daws the KZN
Southern Coastal B side. They will compete
against Midlands in the 3rd term for KZN
Schools selection.
Our A team came 3rd in the KZN
Nomads Team Championships this term at
Mount Edgecombe Golf Club. St Henry’s
won and Maritzburg College came 2nd.
Our Kearsney team beat Westville Boys’
High ‘A’ by 1 shot.

side and they fully deserved their victory
against a quality Hilton side. Kearsney will
now represent the Dolphins Franchise in
the National tournament to played at Tuks
from 06 to 08 March.

Our team comprised Brayden Dahl, Julian
Daws, Matthew Bergset and Reece Brown.

Well done to Mr Jordan Gregory,
Mr André van Zyl and the whole team.

SA Sevens Rugby

C

ongratulations to Connor De Bruyn
on his selection to the SA U18
Sevens team. The team participated in
the Capricorn Windhoek International
7s from 27 to 29 February.
Julian Daws KZN Southern Coastal B and
Brayden Dahl KZN Southern Coastal A

A big thank you is extended to all the
coaches, the sports office, estates staff and
caterers for the massive effort they put in
to make the season the success it was.

Report by Mr Marco Botha, MIC of Swimming.
s usual the swimming season was
extremely intense. This year we once
again began with a pre-season training
camp held at the school. There was fair
interest from the juniors, especially the new
Grade 8s, but unfortunately a lot of the
senior swimmers were unable to attend
due to other commitments. The training
programme was rigorous.
The Inter-house Gala was held on the
second Friday of the term, before which
the swimmers focussed on training and
pre-gala events. The Inter-house Gala
was dominated and comfortably won by
Gillingham. Finningley finished 2nd, followed
by Sheffield and Pembroke. Gillingham’s
dominance was evident in the fact that
the only record broken on the day was
by their U17 Medley relay team for which
they received the ‘Performance of the Day’
trophy.
We were also very fortunate that no gala
this year was cancelled or disrupted by any
inclement weather. The first friendly gala of
the season was the Hilton Gala, followed
by the Co-Ed Gala at Michaelhouse, where
each boys’ team was matched with a girls’
team. The Kearsney A-team was teamed
up with St Anne’s and won this gala for the
4th time in five years. The first major gala of
the season saw Kearsney travel to Gauteng
to participate in the annual Alan Burt Gala,
hosted by Pretoria Boys High. The team did
quite well and ended a credible 5th behind
strong opposition.
Kearsney ended 8th in a field of 12 schools
at the Westville Invitational Gala. The Top

Schools Gala and the Independent Schools
Gala were swum on consecutive days, and
then the Durban & Districts Gala took
place. The Kearsney team was depleted
due to illness and injury and came 5th, 3rd
and tied 4th respectively.
Special mention should be made to the
Under 16 and 17 age groups who regularly
placed in the top three at all the galas.
Congratulations to Ruben Fourie who
participated in the SA Schools meeting
in Gauteng over the December holidays
and achieved a Gold medal in the 50m
Breaststroke event and a Silver medal in
the 400m Freestyle relay.
James Kewley has taken his swimming to
a new level and qualified for the 200m
Individual Medley (one of the toughest
races at a meet) for Youth Nationals. James
also achieved an excellent top 40 in the
main event of the Midmar Mile this year.
Lance de Kock qualified for the Open
Water Nationals to be swum later this year.
All three of these boys are part of the
very successful U16 age group.
Special mention must be made of Saint
John Thomson, (pictured bottom left),who
dedicated his December holiday to
preparing for the 8-Mile at Midmar which
he completed successfully and in the
process, raised R 25 814. All donations
went towards Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife ‘Save
the Rhino’ campaign.

Saint John Thomson receiving a silver medal from
Ryan O’Connor of the Rhino Security Unit for KZN
Ezemvelo Wildlife, for raising over R25 000 for the
campaign
8
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Answer Kearsney’s Call

Gillingham House c1940

Scan for Centenary
news and events
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Squash

Water polo

Mr Andrew Morgan, MIC Squash, reports.

Mr Brad Savage-Reid, MIC Water Polo, reports.

T

he first half of the season was
over quickly. Our 1st team had a
comfortable win over Michaelhouse to
set the tone for the half season. This was
followed by a narrow loss to Maritzburg
before the Pretoria Boys High School
Tournament, where the team experienced
wins against Pretoria Boys and St Peter’s
College and narrow losses against St
Benedict’s College, Jeppe and St Stithians
College.
Our U15 side represented Kearsney in the
Northwood Dallas Hutton tournament,
placing 9th and leaving themselves wanting
more. In our Grade 8 group, we have 16
eager and excited boys ready to work hard
and become the new face of Kearsney
water polo. We await the beginning of the
new season when we can build a brand of
dominant Kearsney water polo.

T

he 1st squash team travelled to
Bloemfontein for the annual St
Andrew’s FNB Squash Festival. The boys
played very well against some of the top
sides in South Africa, achieving the following
results:

PROVINCIAL
SELECTIONS
Congratulations
to Tyson Andrews
for his selection
to the KZN Mens’
Currie Cup team
and the KZN
U18A Currie
Cup side. We
also congratulate
Tyson Andrews KZN Men’s
Luke AmblerSmith, who made Water Polo team
the KZN U18B
Currie Cup Team.

Josh Steytler was awarded his KZN
provincial colours for both the
Triathlon and Duathlon disciplines at
the KZN’s Triathlon sports awards at
the end of 2019. He also walked away
with the Male Duathlete and Junior
Male U16\17 Duathlete title.

Tyson Andrews and

Luke Ambler-Smith

Mr Anthony Willows, MIC Tennis, reports.
he Kearsney tennis players had a busy
term on the court. This year we had
a promising intake of junior tennis players
and the future looks bright. Plenty of
time was spent on challenge matches and
valuable practise time.

The boys were all involved in eThekwini
Tennis trials and the following boys were
chosen to represent eThekwini at the KZN
trials on 06 to 08 March.

U19
Bryce van der Merwe
Shail Chetty
Andrew Sandy

U15
Caleb Fyvie
Keegan Gevers
Thomas McKenzie
Lithabe Shweni

On 20 to 22 February the Kearsney 1st
team participated in the Paul Roos Tennis
Tournament in Stellenbosch.
The top 12 tennis-playing schools took part
in this event. The Kearsney team is very
young but talented; with no Grade 12s and
one Grade 9 and 3 Grade 8s in the team.
The team was captained by Bryce van der
Merwe and the other members were
Shail Chetty, Caleb Fyvie, Andrew Sandy,
Keegan Gevers, Thomas McKenzie and
Lithabe Shweni.

The 1st squash team on their way back from Bloemfontein

Canoeing
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T

he canoeing team enjoyed a successful
start to the year, competing in
marathon, river and sprint events.
Kearsney remained competitive in the
inter-schools league and the Kearsney
team are well positioned in the overall
log after term 1. The standout performer
was Matthew Goldie who was our highest
placed finisher in all three events, with Luka
Koumantarakis, Jack Lund and Andrew

Sebire contributing towards the 1st team
performances.
It was exciting to see the significant interest
in canoeing from Grade 8 and 9 boys and
we were fortunate to get them into formal
racing so early on in the year. This was
ultimately due to structured coaching for
juniors and river trips, both on the Dusi
and Lions rivers.

The Dusi Canoe Marathon is the focus and
highlight of term 1. This year saw possibly
the best water conditions (volume and
quality) in the last decade. Three Kearsney
boys finished their first Dusi Canoe
marathon. Luka Koumantarakis teamed
up with Mr Steve Main (coach), Andrew
Sebire teamed up with Mr Brendan
Cooper (Old Boy) and Enzo Cocciante
teamed up with his father, Mr Giuseppe
Cocciante.
The results were as follows:
89th overall - Luka Koumantarakis and
Steve Main
246th overall - Andrew Sebire and
Brendan Cooper
333rd overall - Enzo and Giuseppe
Cocciante.
2021 should see a significantly greater
number of Kearsney paddlers on the
water as the junior boys become eligible to
compete.

Caleb Fyvie, although U15, playing at
number 3, had an incredible tournament
winning 5 out of 6 singles matches.
www.kearsney.com

Congratulations to Josh Steytler for
winning two major races in February
this year. Josh won the Tinman
Triathlon Race in a time of 1:05:52
and the Junior Men's 10km race at the
Capital City event in Pietermaritzburg
in a time of 36:36. He finished in 10th
place overall. Well done Joshua on
your fantastic achievements.

Mr Steve Main, MIC Canoeing, reports.

The results were as follows:
Lost to Paul Roos by 0 matches to 9
Lost to Affies ; 1-8
Lost to St Stithians; 2-7
Lost to KES ; 1-8
Lost to St David’s ; 4/5
Lost to Oakdale : 4/5

The 1st tennis team that took part in the Paul Roos Tennis Tournament

Kearsney boys achieved the following
results in the KZN squash ranking
tournament this term:
Bryce Blomquist won the U14 Section
Michael Kiggen came 10th in the U16 Section
Kamo Bikwane came 6th and Dylan
Thompson 10th in the U19 Section.

Josh Steytler

Congratulations go the following boys for
being selected as non-travelling reserves
in South African squads –
Tyson Andrews, James Francke, Ryan Sim
and Blake Kruger.

TENNIS

T

Beat St Andrew’s 'B' 3-3 (won on points
count)
Beat St Alban’s College 6-0
Lost to Selborne College 6-0
Lost to Pretoria Boys High 5-1
Lost to St John’s College 4-2

Left, Luca Koumantarakis with Mr Steve Main
www.kearsney.com
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KERF LAUNCH
he launch of the Standard Bank Kearsney Easter Rugby
Festival always kick starts excitement levels for this
popular annual event.

Matric Dance
glows in the
gloom

This year’s launch, held at Jonsson Kings Park, was no different
and was attended by Springbok and Sharks rugby players,
coaches, sponsors, organisers and the media.

Mrs Tracey van den Aardweg
Teacher in Charge of the
Matric Dance

Announcing the participating teams, KERF organizer Mouton
Badenhorst said the KZN team joining Kearsney are Durban
High School (DHS), Glenwood and Westville Boys’ High, back
for the first time since 2015; as well as Selborne College (East
London), Hoërskool Framesby (Port Elizabeth), HTS Drostdy
(Boland), Hoërskool Noord-Kaap (Kimberley), Hoërskool Dr
EG Jansen (Boksburg) and HTS Middelburg (Mpumalanga).

T

T

he theme of ‘Luminescence’ and
the curtains of light successfully
lit up the gloom of the cool and rainy
evening of the dance. The atmosphere
of expectation could not be
dampened as fun, creative and tasteful
entrances were revealed in front of
the umbrella-covered crowd.

In his launch address, hedmaster Elwyn van den Aardweg
appealed for school sport to unite schools, provinces and
the country. “Whatever challenges are facing us, let’s be
courageous, let’s even swim against the current to be ‘that
guy, that woman’ who makes a positive impact on those
around us, on our schools, between our schools and in our
communities,” he said.

The boys and their partners entered
the foyer of the hall which was
decorated with 50 large helium-filled
balloons. This was the last time they
were seen there. They surfaced on
the dance floor and at the end of the
evening I was wished a high-pitched
helium-filled ‘good night Ma’am’ from
more than one Grade 11 waiter!

Highbury, Hillcrest rimary and Umhlali Prep will face the KZN
Rugby Union’s Ibutho U13 team at 09h30 daily, followed
by the main games at 10h30. The play days are Thursday 9,
Saturday 11 and Monday 13 April.

The boys were treated to a
wonderful three-course meal and
rousing music all under showers
of light and brightened by beautiful
floral arrangements. The evening’s
events were recorded by professional
photographers. It was an extremely
happy night.

Standard Bank remains headline sponsor with Halfway Ford,
MTN and the Hendok Group continuing their support, as well
as founding sponsors the Sharks and Sharks Academy.
Talent scouts and selectors will watch play to offer three
bursaries for 2021 to the Sharks Academy.

Entry is R30 pp (U6 free).
Food and refreshment
outlets and a KidZone will be
available for those wanting to
enjoy a full day of entertaining
rugby.
Fixtures and festival
information can be found on
the Kearsney website
www.kearsney.com.
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A big thank you needs to be
extended to all the Kearsney moms
who assisted in the work parties
leading up to the dance and especially
to past parent Mrs Carol Kelly and
current mom Mrs Judith Goldie
who worked above and beyond. The
Kearsney estates staff were invaluable
in their assistance.

Old Boys News

Old Boys News

Congratulations to the Class of 2019

KCOB Rugby players meet in a match in the UK

F

our Kearsney Old Boys met up when
Saracens took on Sale Sharks in a
premiership match. Sarries captain, Brad
Barritt, shared this photo of himself with
Rob, Dan and Jean-Luc du Preez after the
match at Allianz Park.

A

special tradition has been established at the College
where Matrics, after writing their last IEB exam, are
presented with their Old Boys tie and then proceed to
ring the Hulett Bell in the Centenary Centre, officially
making them a part of the Kearsney College Old Boy
Brotherhood.

Thank you Brad. It is great to see the
Kearsney bond.

We wish the Class of 2019 all the best for their future
and hope to see them at our KCOB Branch functions in
the future.

f

Please like and share our Facebook
page https://www.facebook.com/
KearsneyCollegeOldBoys

Thando Myeza (Sheffield 2019) and Headmaster, Mr Elwyn van den Aardweg

L-R: Rob du Preez, Brad Barritt, Dan du Preez and Jean-Luc du Preez

KCOB Cape Town branch function

(Phoka continued from page 1.)
Phoka believes that entrepreneurs are
critical to providing solutions to South
Africa’s complex problems and improving
the prospects of all South Africans. Phoka’s
goal after completing his bachelors and
honours degrees is to launch a tech startup. He says he appreciates that the Allan
Gray Orbis Foundation Fellowship will be
invaluable to his entrepreneurship journey,
providing the knowledge, network and
mentorship to help him succeed. Phoka is
currently studying a BCom in Information
Systems with Finance at UCT.

Jabulani Nyathi (Finningley 2015) and Phoka Mchunu
(Sheffield 2018), having a catch up at the KCOB Cape
Town branch function held at UCT in September 2019.
Both young men feature in stories in this newsletter.
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Foundation News

Foundation News
Kearsney Striders Running Club has a Centenary Classroom named after it

K

earsney Striders Running Club, which has
been affiliated with the College for over
20 years, has purchased the naming rights
to a Centenary Classroom. This is truly
remarkable and we are most grateful.
Under the guidance of Mr Rod de Villiers
(Kearsney staff ,1998 – 2018), the club’s
first Chairman, the running fraternity
began to see new striking colours at the
races around KZN. With the distinctive
greyhound on the vest, it continues to
be seen, not only on the road, but also at
trail runs and track and field events. It is a
small club with a big heart, averaging 130
members.

Kearsney College Foundation
Bursary recipient excels in his
matric exams.

L

iyema Jacobs, who was supported by
VW’s Children of VW programme,
ISASA Maths and English Programme and
Halfway Toyota, achieved 6 Distinctions in
his final IEB Matric examinations.
An emotional Liyema said that Kearsney
has been one of the best things that ever
happened to him. A school like Kearsney is
something he would only see in movies and
he could never imagine himself, a boy from
a township, attending one.
Kearsney exposed him to the other side
of the wealth spectrum. But besides the
different socio-economic backgrounds,

everyone united under the Kearsney badge,
teaching him valuable life skills.
The memories and bonds he created at
Kearsney he will forever cherish. Liyema
is currently studying first year medicine at
Stellenbosch University.

He said he will forever be grateful to the
Kearsney College Foundation for sourcing
the financial support he received allowing
him to attend his prestigious College. One
day he would love to make it possible for
boys from similar backgrounds to attend
Kearsney.

Support Kearsney College Foundation BEE Fund and
earn points for your scorecard

Within a year of the club’s inception,
Kearsney Striders runners were seen at the
‘Millennium’ Comrades. In 2002 Kearsney
Striders took on the task of hosting its now
legendary annual half marathon race held
towards the end of January. This race has
grown from the initial entries of just under
700 to 1683 entries this year.
From its profits, the club has donated to the
Kearsney College Foundation, a school in
the Valley of 1000 Hills, Rotary International

and Hospice. It has consistently appealed to
people who want a sense of belonging and
purpose. Mr Gavin Bester (KCOB, 1967),
who was one of the club’s early members,
organised the first 10 Kearsney Striders
races. Please join them next year as they
mark their 20th Kearsney Striders race in
Kearsney College’s Centenary year.

If interested please contact
Mr Mike Stencel on 0714711714 or
mike@natalelastics.com.

Be a founder of Kearsney’s Second Century

T

he recently completed world-class Centenary Centre has afforded
Kearsney College the opportunity to offer Old Boys, parents and friends
of the College an opportunity to purchase naming rights on 14 modern
and spacious classrooms, two beautiful courtyards and a multi-purpose
Long Room. With the College’s Centenary just around the corner, generous
donations from numerous Old Boys and Kearsney College affiliations have
secured the purchase of 8 new classrooms and a courtyard. If you wish to
purchase naming rights or help to grow our Centenary bursary fund
please contact Ghislaine Riceman on foundation@kearsney.com

Supporting the MYSCHOOL initiative
A big thank you to the Grade 8 parents of 2020 who
signed up for MYSCHOOL!
MYSCHOOL Kearsney College Fund has raised
R1 130 720 since its inception in March 2002. The funds
are allocated to the Foundation department which helps
with bursaries for boys who would not otherwise have
the opportunity to attend such a prestigious institution.
We thank you for your support and encourage you to
keep swiping!
Please contact Giselle on foundation@kearsney.com
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College News
Parents’ Society

Report by Mrs Michelle Schiller, Chairperson 2020.

T

he funds collected by the Kearsney
Parents’ Society are utilised primarily
for projects benefitting the school and
our boys. Funds in the region of R40k are
allocated equally to the Houses for any
improvements that add to the quality of life
for the boys.
We also contribute towards Bursary funds
and special projects such as the Medical
Centre in the Medworth stand and the
new hockey stands. The Society contributes

towards the costs of the Matric and Grade
11 dances – in this way keeping the dance
tickets prices down. We then host Parents’
Society functions in the same venues on
the evenings following the Dances. The
society also funds the welcoming cocktail
evenings for parents that are held at the
beginning of the year.
The sale of supporters’ gear, primarily during
winter sports seasons, also contributes
towards the income of the fund.

The Parents’ Society is also here to assist
any parents with queries or concerns, so
please contact us or attend one of our
regular meetings in the Greyhound Pavilion.
The dates appear in the term calendar.
We look forward to meeting many of our
fellow parents at the barrow, where we sell
supporters’ gear, in the forthcoming winter
sports season.

All Old Boys, families and friends are welcome to this fun-filled day. The Black Tie dinner on Friday 05 June, however, is for Old Boys and
current/past staff only. Bookings to open on 01 April 2020 on Quicket. For any enquiries please contact Michêle May (KCOB Administrator)
at oldboys@kearsney.com or 031 765 9628. Please like and share our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/KearsneyCollegeOldBoys

Facebook KearsneyCollege

Twitter @KearsneyNews

Instagram kearsney.college

Thought for the Moment
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us’.
Romans 5:8
Just as the calendar year is divided into seasons, so the Church year also has seasons that help us
move through the story of God at work in the world. Now we are in the season of Lent, and on
a journey to the cross and the empty grave as we get ready for the mystery of Easter. What the
book of Romans reminds us is that Easter is a demonstration of the love of God for all creation.
In Christ on the cross we see the reach of God’s love embracing each one of us. And in the
resurrection, we can know the hope that love offers to a broken world. May love and hope be
yours this Easter!

Founded in 1921

unded in 1921

Founded in 1921
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