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Words Festival part of Culture@KEARSNEY 
15 June 2019 

The coronavirus pandemic and resultant lockdown has had a major impact on all aspects of 
our lives and the Culture@Kearsney programme is no exception. Whilst the situation has 
dictated that the Words@Kearsney event cannot go ahead in the same format as it has in 
the past, we believe that it is now more important than ever that pupils have the platform 
to express themselves, explore their creativity and entertain and challenge their peers.    

To provide the talented pupils of KZN with the opportunity to experience the joy and 
freedom of the Words@Kearsney event in this challenging time, we have changed the 
format as follows: 

Information: 
Pupils are asked to submit written work in either (or both) of the two categories below 
based on the theme These Things Need To Be Said. 
 
Category 1: 
50-word short story 
 
Category 2: 
Found Poem 
 
Note: 
1. Pupils may enter a maximum of two pieces per category (please submit each piece in a 

separate email) 
2. All submissions to be emailed to culture@kearsney.com in the following format: 

a. Email subject: Short story “your full name”  OR Poem “your full name” 
b. Body of email: 

i. Full name 
ii. School 

iii. Grade 
3. If submitting a Found Poem please include the original text below your poem. The original 

text may be any piece of writing up to 400 words in length. 
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Category 1: 
50-word short story 
 

What makes a great 50-word story? 
 
The same things that make longer stories captivating to read are typically at work in the 
best 50-word stories: A character with a problem or a desire, a story arc (where the story 
builds to a critical point), and a resolution. 
 
It just happens much faster and with far fewer words in micro-fiction. 
 
These story elements make stories enjoyable to read. The exploration of the character’s 
dilemma or critical need gets us interested in that person’s story. The story arc provides 
the drama and excitement. And the resolution brings it to a satisfying close. 
 
Not every good micro-fiction story has those three things, and not in the same doses. But 
thinking about how to incorporate these elements into your stories may help you as your 
craft your 50-word masterpieces. 
 

https://jaynalocke.com/2018/07/24/new-50-word-challenge-prompt-writing-tips-and-story-
highlights/ 

 

Category 2: 
Found Poem: 

Poetry is everywhere, and it hides in plain view. Everyday writing like catalogues and tax 
forms can contain the ingredients for a "found poem." Writers of found poetry pull words 
and phrases from various sources, including news articles, shopping lists, graffiti, historic 
documents, and even other works of literature. The original language is reformatted to 
create the found poem. 

If you've ever played with a magnetic poetry kit, then you're familiar with found poetry. 
Words are borrowed, and yet the poem is unique. A successful found poem doesn't 
simply repeat information. Instead, the poet engages with the text and offers a new 
context, a contrary view, a fresh insight, or lyrical and evocative writing. Just as 
plastic bottles can be recycled to make a chair, the source text is transformed into 
something completely different. 

Traditionally, a found poem uses only words from the original source. However, poets 
have developed many ways to work with found language. Rearranging word order, 
inserting line breaks and stanzas, and adding new language can be part of the process. 
Check out these six popular approaches to creating found poems.  

https://www.thoughtco.com/found-poetry-4157546 
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